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THE fact that a second edition of Dr. Keith
Hodgkins book Towards Earlier Diagnosis
has had to be published only three years
after the first edition is a striking testimony
to its worth. Vocational training for general
practice is one aspect of post-graduate
medical education which isexercising the
minds of many doctors today. This book,
which consists chiefly of concise and
systematic records from Dr. Hodgkins
general practice in Redcar, is surely one
which should be compulsory reading for
every doctor undergoing vocational
training. The early chapters of the book
deal with the technique of diagnosis in
general practice, clinical pointers to
diagnosis and the emotional reactions of
patients. These chapters bear the authentic
stamp of personal experience and should be
equally valuable to established as well as to
recently-qualified doctors. And.... One
must admire the effort involved in the
careful tabulation of diseases recognized by
this author in his training years, military
service, 3 years of private practice, and 10
years of general practice under the National
Health Service in Yorkshire, England. A
record of the frequency with which he
suspected and confirmed various diagnoses
forms the basis of the larger, second part of
this pocket-size handbook. Pertinent
diagnostic features and clinical pointers are
listed for each illness, and for many the
seasonal incidence is also charted.The
author excludes from discussion any
reference to therapy but in the first
section...
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