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The Cuban Missiles Crisis didnt end
peacefully and the swinging sixties didnt
happen. On Saturday 27th October 1962
American and  Soviet  geopolitical
brinkmanship resulted in the most terrible
war in human history. The forever
changed world that remained when the
thermonuclear fires had burned themselves
out is the world of Timeline 10/27/62.

Operation Anadyr is Book 1 of the
dternative  history series  Timeline
10/27/62. Operation Anadyr is about the
first hours of that alternative history of the
world. It is about living through the
cataclysm, and wondering how it
happened. How did the unthinkable
happen? How could our leaders let it
happen? How does one quantify the
magnitude of the disaster? And what of the
survivors living with the aftermath of a
world gone mad?  Operation Anadyr
confronts these questions. In Operation
Anadyr the anatomy of the disaster is writ
plain and the men and women who survive
it begin to find their voices. * * * Why
Timeline 10/27/62? Because that date is a
very significant date in my life and in the
lives of everybody else in the world alive
today because on Saturday 27th October
1962 World War 111 aimost started. World
War 111 probably wouldnt have lasted very
long because one side would have been
swiftly obliterated in the first 24 hours of a
cataclysm that would have left vast tracts
of the Northern Hemisphere uninhabited
and uninhabitable for decades to come.

Perhaps, a quarter of the worlds population
would have died in the firestorm or in the
starvation and the plagues that would have
ensued in the following weeks and months.
In the October War of 1962 the hammer of
the gods would have fallen upon the
territories of the Soviet Union, central and
Western Europe, and to a lesser extent,
upon the extremities of continental North
America.  In the Soviet Union and in
Europe from Paris to Warsaw, from Prague
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to Berlin, from the Alps to the Baltic,
across the Low Countries and parts of the
United Kingdom the thermonuclear fire
would have burned with a merciless flame.
Scandinavia might have escaped relatively
untouched, likewise southern France, Italy,
Spain and Portugal, Ireland and possibly
parts of England, Wales and Scotland. The
Cuban Missiles War would have been a
Man made global catastrophe like no other
in human history. In the aftermath, the
USA, mourning the dead in haf-a-dozen
wrecked cities would have been the last
major industrial and military power left
standing. That world could never, ever be
the world we know today. How close did
we actually come to the edge of the abyss?
Much closer than most people like to
contemplate. On Saturday 27th October
1962, north east of Cuba, the commander
of Soviet submarine B-59 had to be talked
out of firing a nuclear-tipped torpedo at the
American destroyer USS Beale. Thats how
close we came to World War 11! The
Captain of the B-59 was a man called
Valentin Grigorievitch Savitsky. He gave
the order for a nuclear warhead to be fitted
to a torpedo. In that era Soviet naval
doctrine governing the deployment of
tactical nuclear weapons onboard a warship
at sea required the authorisation of three
officers: the captain, the executive officer,
and the vessels political officer. B-59s
political  officer, Ivan  Semonovich
Maslennikov signed off on starting World
War 1Il but fortunately for us al, the
submarines second-in-command, Captain
2nd Rank Vasili Arkhipov, dissented and
Armageddon was narrowly averted.
Timeline 10/27/62 is an alternative history
of the modern world in which nobody ever
got to know the name of Vasili Arkhipov
because he died in the first act of the most
terrible war in history. Operation Anadyr
is the first verse in the story of what
happened after Vasili Arkhipov failed to
prevail upon Vaentin Grigorievitch
Savitsky to see reason. Welcome to the
Timeline 10/27/62.
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